Troubleshooting SQL Server 2005/2008 Query Performance/Scalability Issues

This flowchart is meant to address at a high level the most common issues that can affect performance and scalability in SQL Server 2005/

2008 implementations. This is an iterative process and should be performed only in a test environment.
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Optimal Plan?

Statistics are up-to-date, all of
the above steps have been
followed, and it seems that the
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Are there hash joins, sorts, and/
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execution plan?

Ensure that only the results that
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More In-Depth
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Search on support.mcirosoft.com
and msdn.microsoft.com for more
in-depth query tuning resources
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Determine indexes that will best
support this query, using the SSMS
query plan or the Database Tuning
Advisor.
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Use the trace flags outline in
article 832524 or use the
Profiler Deadlock Events in a
Profiler trace to log deadlock
information
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